
Reading Progression Map 
 

 

Reading Skills progression map 
 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Vocabulary  
2a 
Give/explain the meaning of 
words in context  

Decoding 
To use their phonic 
knowledge to decode 
quickly and accurately 
(may still need support to 
read longer unknown 
words). 
 
Apply their growing 
knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes taught 
in KS1 and Year 3, when 
reading aloud and 
explaining the meaning of 
new words. 
 
 
Read some further 
exception words, noting 
the unusual 
correspondences between 
spelling and sounds and 
where these occur in the 
word. 
 
To begin to read Y3/Y4 
exception words 
 

Decoding 
To read most words fluently 
and attempt to decode any 
unfamiliar words with 
increasing speed and skill.  
 
Apply their growing 
knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes taught in 
KS1 to LKS2, when reading 
aloud and explaining the 
meaning of new words 
 
Independently read further 
exception words, explaining 
the unusual correspondence 
between the spelling and 
sound and where these occur 
in the word. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Decoding 
To read most words 
fluently and attempt to 
decode any unfamiliar 
words with increasing 
speed and skill, recognising 
their meaning through 
contextual clues. 
 
Children can apply their 
understanding of new 
words making reference to 
known root words, prefixes 
and suffixes taught 
throughout KS1 to Year 5. 
 
 
They can apply their 
knowledge of morphology 
and etymology to explain 
unfamiliar words.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Decoding 
To read fluently with full 
knowledge of all Y5/Y6 
exception words, root 
words, prefixes, 
suffixes/word endings 
taught throughout KS1 
and KS2 and to decode 
any unfamiliar words with 
increasing speed and skill, 
recognising their meaning 
through contextual clues.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading Progression Map 
 

 

 
Word meanings 
Explicitly teaching and 
providing assistance in 
using dictionaries to check 
meaning of words 
 
Discuss their favourite 
words and phrases. 
 
 
Understanding 
To be explicitly taught and 
beginning to use meaning 
breakdown and 
background knowledge, 
discuss their understanding 
and to explain meaning of 
words in a text. 
 
To explain the meaning of 
the words, making 
references to a section of 
text or paragraph. 
 
Ask questions to improve 
their understanding of a 
text. 
 
 

 
Word meanings 
Explicitly teaching and 
providing some assistance in 
using dictionaries to check 
meaning of words 
 
 
 
 
 
Understanding 
To be explicitly taught and 
independently using  meaning 
break down and background 
knowledge to explain meaning 
of words in a text. 
 
To explain the meaning of 
words, making reference to a 
specific paragraph  
 
To ask questions to improve 
their understanding of a text. 

 
Word meanings 
Apply their understanding 
of how to use a dictionary 
to become increasingly 
more independent in 
checking  the meaning of 
words that they have read 
 
 
 
Understanding 
To discuss their 
understanding of a text 
using the VIP words and all 
other comprehension 
strategies. 
 
 
To explain the meaning of 
words, making reference to 
a specific page in the text. 
 
To ask questions to 
improve their 
understanding of a text. 
 

 
Word meanings 
Independently using 
dictionaries to check to 
meaning of words that 
they have read 
 
 
 
 
 
Understanding 
To discuss their 
understanding of the text 
using all comprehension 
strategies. 
 
 
To explain the meaning of 
words, making reference 
to the longer, whole texts. 
 
To use their word 
knowledge to find 
synonyms for words in a 
whole text. 
 
To ask questions to 
improve their 
understanding of a text. 
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Inference  
2d 
 
Make inferences from the 
text/explain and justify 
inferences with evidence from 
the text  

To draw inference from 
across a paragraph 
referring to simple settings 
and characters 

To draw inferences from 
across a page of text referring 
to settings and characters 
using evidence from the text 

To use quotations from the 
text to explain characters’ 
thoughts, feelings and 
motives from their actions 
and settings using evidence 
from a chapter. 

To concisely paraphrase 
evidence from the text to 
explain character’s 
thoughts, feelings and 
motives from their actions 
and settings using 
evidence from across the 
whole text. 
 

Prediction 
2e 
 
To predict what might happen 
from details stated and 
implied 

To use background 
knowledge and prediction 
reading strategies 
 
To use events that has 
happened in the text to 
make an accurate 
prediction from a short 
passage. 
 
To begin to justify 
predictions using evidence 
from the text.  

To explain reading strategies 
(use background knowledge, 
ask questions and infer)  
 
To use events that has 
happened in the text and 
background knowledge to 
make an accurate prediction 
from what has been read. 
 
To justify predictions from 
details stated and implied.  

To use all reading 
strategies to help make 
their prediction 
 
To infer and retrieve details 
stated and implied to make 
an accurate prediction 
based on quotations from 
the previous chapter. 
 
To justify predictions in 
detail with evidence from 
the text.  

To use all reading 
strategies to help make 
their prediction 
 
To infer and retrieve 
details stated and implied 
to make an accurate 
prediction based on 
evidence from chapters 
previously read. 

Explain 
2f 
2g 
2h 
 

To be introduced to each 
comprehension strategy 
and use some of the 
reading strategies (e.g., 
meaning breakdown) to 
check that a text makes 
sense to them 
 

To explain what each 
comprehension strategy is and 
explore which reading strategy 
they could use (e.g., meaning 
breakdown) to check the text 
makes sense to them 
 
 

To explain which 
comprehension strategy 
they are using to check the 
text makes sense to them 
and using VIP words (e.g., I 
am using meaning 
breakdown because…)  
 

To explain which 
comprehension strategies 
(might be using multiple) 
they are using to check 
the text makes sense to 
them (e.g., I used meaning 
breakdown and my 
background knowledge….) 
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Identify/explain how 
information/narrative content 
is related and contributes 
towards meaning as a whole. 
 
Identify/explain how meaning 
is enhanced  through choice of 
words and phases. 
 
To make comparisons within a 
text.  

 
To explore which 
comprehension strategy 
helps to check the meaning 
of words in context 
 
 
To identify words and 
phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and 
imagination from a short 
passage 
 
To discuss and identify how 
language, structure and 
presentation contribute to 
meaning 

 
To explain which 
comprehension strategy helps 
check the meaning of words in 
context 
 
 
To discuss and identify words 
and phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and 
imagination from a page of 
text 
 
Identify and explain how 
language, structure and 
presentation contribute to 
meaning 

 
To accurately choose which 
comprehension strategies 
helps to check the meaning 
of words in context  
 
 
To discuss how language, 
structure and presentation 
contribute to meaning in a 
chapter  
 
Discuss how authors use 
language, including 
figurative language, 
considering the impact on 
the reader  

 
To discuss and explain the 
comprehension strategies 
used to check the 
meaning of words in 
context 
 
To discuss how language, 
structure and 
presentation contribute to 
meaning in a whole text 
 
Discuss and evaluate how 
authors use language, 
including figurative 
language, considering the 
impact on the reader 

Retrieval  
2b 
Retrieve and record 
information/identify key 
details from fiction and non-
fiction. 

To retrieve and record 
information from fiction 
and non – fiction from a 
passage 
 
To explain the difference 
between statements of fact 
and opinion  
Retrieve, record and 
present information from 
non-fiction. 
 
 
 

To retrieve and record 
information from fiction and 
non – fiction from a page of 
text 
 
To explain the difference 
between statements of fact 
and opinion  
Retrieve, record and present 
information from non-fiction. 
 
 
 
 

To retrieve and record 
information from fiction 
and  non – fiction from a 
chapter 
 
To explain the difference 
between statements of fact 
and opinion using 
examples from the text 
 
Retrieve, record and 
present information from 
non-fiction 
 

To retrieve and record 
information from fiction 
and non – fiction from a 
whole text 
 
To explain the difference 
between statements of 
fact and opinion using 
examples from the text 
 
Retrieve, record and 
present information from 
non-fiction 
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To use high-quality non-
fiction materials for 
purposeful informational 
retrieval across the 
curriculum (e.g. Science, 
History, Geography) and in 
contexts where children 
are genuinely motivated to 
find out information about 
their theme. 

To use high-quality non-fiction 
materials for purposeful 
informational retrieval across 
the curriculum (e.g. Science, 
History, Geography) and in 
contexts where children are 
genuinely motivated to find 
out information about their 
theme. 

To use high-quality non-
fiction materials of 
increasing complexity for 
purposeful informational 
retrieval across the 
curriculum (e.g. Science, 
History, Geography) and in 
contexts where children 
are genuinely motivated to 
find out information about 
their theme. 

To use high-quality non-
fiction materials of 
increasing complexity for 
purposeful informational 
retrieval across the 
curriculum (e.g. Science, 
History, Geography) and in 
contexts where children 
are genuinely motivated 
to find out information 
about their theme.  

Summarise  
2c 
Summarise main ideas from more 
than one paragraph 

To identify the main ideas 
drawn from more than one 
paragraph and 
summarising using a short 
passage 

To identify the main ideas 
drawn from more than one 
paragraph and summarising 
using a chapter of text  

To summarise the main 
ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph 
identifying key details to 
support the main ideas  

To concisely, summarise 
the main ideas drawn 
from more than one 
paragraph using the key 
details to support the 
main ideas 

Poetry and 
Performance 

To prepare and perform 
poems and play scripts that 
show some awareness of 
the audience when reading 
aloud. 
 
To begin to use 
appropriate intonation and 
volume when reading 
aloud.  

To recognise and discuss some 
different forms of poetry (e.g. 
free verse or narrative 
poetry).  
 
To prepare and perform 
poems and playscripts with 
appropriate techniques 
(intonation, tone, volume and 
action) to show awareness of 
the audience when reading 
aloud.  

To continually show 
awareness of audience 
when reading out loud, 
using intonation, tone, 
volume and action.  
 
Show an increased 
understanding of the 
authors intention through 
analysing technique and 
language.  

To confidently perform 
texts (including poems 
learnt by heart) using a 
wide range of devices to 
engage the audience and 
for effect. 
 
Show an increased 
understanding of the 
authors intention through 
analysing technique and 
language. 

Reading for pleasure Develop an awareness of 
preference in reading. 

Sustain their reading for 
enjoyment.  

Choose to read for 
pleasure.  

Choose to read for 
pleasure.  



Reading Progression Map 
 

 

 
Read books that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes 
 

 
Develop their reading stamina 
as they read longer texts. 
 
Read books that are 
structured in different ways 
and reading for a range of 
purposes. 
 
Listen to texts read to them. 
Read favourite authors and 
choose books to read on the 
recommendation of others. 
 

 
Recommend books that 
they have read to their 
peers, giving reasons for 
their choices 
 
Plan personal reading goals 
which reflect their interests 
and extend their range   

 
Listen to texts read to 
them and sustain their 
reading of longer and 
more challenging texts  
 
Develop their reading 
stamina and complete the 
independent reading of 
some longer texts. 
 

Discussing texts Discuss a range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction 
and reference books or 
textbooks that they have 
read themselves and which 
have been read to them  
 
Take turns, listen to what 
others say  
Discuss specific events, 
characters or sections of a 
text  
 
Discuss words and phrases 
which captures the readers 
interest and imagination 

Discuss a wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks 
that they have read 
themselves and which have 
been read to them  
 
Take turns, listen to what 
others say and ask follow up 
questions to contributions 
made by others  
 
Identify and discuss the 
purpose of a text and the 
intended impact on the reader  
 

Participate in discussions 
about books, building on 
their own and others’ ideas  
 
Ask questions to clarify 
others’ opinions  
 
Explain and discuss their 
understanding of what 
they have read  
 
Provide reasoned 
justifications for their views  
 
Identify and discuss themes 
and points of view within 
and across texts  

Participate in discussions 
about books, building on 
their own and others’ 
ideas  
 
Challenge views 
courteously  
 
Explain and discuss their 
understanding of what 
they have read through 
formal debates  
 
Provide reasoned 
justifications and a wider 
range of evidence to 
support their views  
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Identify and discuss the 
difference between fact and 
opinion  
 
Discuss the impact words and 
phrases which capture the 

 
Comment on the overall 
impact of a text on the 
reader 

Making links  Identify and compare 
themes of fictional stories 

Identify and compare themes 
in a wider range of fiction and 
nonfiction 

Compare how a common 
theme is presented in a 
range of texts 

Compare and contrast 
themes and topics in 
stories of the same genre 
e.g. mysteries and 
adventure stories  
 
Explain the relationship 
between characters, plot, 
setting, point of view and 
theme 

Non-Fiction To identify the differences 
between a wider range of 
non-fiction text types (e.g. 
instructions, explanations). 

To use appropriate heading 
and sub-headings to locate 
information.  

To compare and discuss 
the structures and features 
of a range of non-fiction 
texts. 

To use non-fiction 
materials for purposeful 
information retrieval (e.g. 
in reading history, 
geography and science) 
motivated to find out 
information 

 


